Surgical treatment of epilepsy: our experiences with 34 children.
Surgical treatment of medically intractable epileptic fits in children is highly specialized, owing to the specific etiology of epilepsies in this age group and the epileptogenic property of the brain in childhood. In our series of 340 patients operated on for medically intractable epileptic seizures, there were 34 (10%) patients up to 15 years of age (the youngest was 2 years old; mean age was 11 years). This group of patients comprises four subgroups: 9 patients with temporal foci, 6 patients with extratemporal foci, 16 patients with infantile hemiplegia and epilepsy, and 3 patients with epilepsia partialis continua (Kozhevnikov's disease). Preoperatively, detectable brain lesions were present in 30 (88%) cases, a much higher frequency than in adult surgical series. Postoperative follow-up so far is 1-14 years (mean, 4 years). Surgical outcome in this group of 34 patients is as follows: 21 (62%) are seizure-free, 8 (23%) have improved, and 5 (15%) have shown no improvement.